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his army to the sword.    Then he conquered Gaillan, on
which occasion he heard that his mother was sick; accord-
ingly he departed to Macedonia, but again returned after
her recovery.     On that occasion he marched against a.
certain town belonging to Dara, but as the inhabitants had
closed  the gates, he set fire to the place, whereon they
cried for mercy, and having been promised lenient treat-
ment, they came out with all kinds of fruits and provisions,
which they presented to Eskandar.    Then he marched to
Fars, where Dara met him with an army more numerous
than the leaves of trees.    The centre of Eskandar's army
consisted of warriors dressed in coats of mail, and when
both armies met, they resembled the waves of the Indian
Ocean,  or   two   mountains   of  steel.     The   air   became
darkened by the clouds which the soldiers raised, and the
clanking of trumpets resembled an earthquake, so that the
people imagined the heavens  were  being rent asunder.
The Greek champions rushed to the attack with the shout:
'Aid conies from Allah, and victory is at hand!"244   The
fire of the battle commenced to rage, and the scimitars,
which resembled lightning, rained blood.    The fight lasted
from noon till sunset, at which time Dara, perceiving that
his best generals had been slain, and his  army routed,
likewise fled with his staff of courtiers, and left the count-
less treasures with the stores of war, wherewith he had
threatened his antagonist, in the possession of Eskandar.
D&r& took the lead in the flight across a frozen river, and
was followed by the remnant of his army; but the ice soon
gave way, and great numbers of it perished in the floods.
When Daret arrived in his capital, he decided that it would
be best to propitiate his antagonist, as he was cognizant
of   the   humane   disposition   of  Eskandar.     Accordingly
he   indited   a   letter,  offering to ransom  his wife,  son,
and daughters from Eskandar with all the treasures his
ancestors had left him.    After Eskandar had perused the
letter, he marched towards Dar&, who, nevertheless, sought
refuge with Fur [Porus], the King of India, who aided him
244 QurUn, ch. Ixi. 13.   What an anachronism !